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HOW ATTRACTIVE IS YOUR CITY? 


HEN we ask this question we do not have the usual aesthetic values in 
W mind. We are not thinking of beautiful buildings or clean park-like 

streets. We are not thinking of the attractiveness of the seashore or 
Sparkling rivers or snowy mountains. While all of these things are attractive, 
and undoubtedly contribute much to any city fortunate enough to possess them, we 
have in mind a more fundamental set of factors. 


We are thinking of those many factors that contribute to a city’s growth and 
progress. Industrial and commercial expansion, climate and geographic location, 
proximity to natural resources, transportation advantages, and an active and en- 
lightened group of citizens are some of the factors that are necessary for growth 
and progress. 


Undoubtedly, the best indication of a city’s growth and progress is its rate of 
population increase. A city’s population increases come from two sources : 
1. natural increases, or the excess of births over deaths; and 2. migratory gains, 
or people moving into the city from rural areas or from other cities. Of these, 
the more important is the migratory gain. This is because families or individuals 
moving into an area are immediately taken into its economic life. They bring 
with them a ready-made and fully developed demand for the goods and services 
of the area. They also bring with them some type of ability or skill which will 
help to increase the productive capacity of the area. 


Therefore, we believe that the “attractive ” cities are those cities which have 
attracted a large amount of migratory population. Families move to a city or to 
an area for many reasons. It may be one of those that we have already men- 
tioned, or it may be a combination of several others. 


In the accompanying tables and map we have not made any attempt to say ‘why ” 
a certain area is more attractive than another. However, we do show those cities 
that gained or lost population during the 1940-1950 period, and we show how much 
of it was caused by families moving into (or out of) the area. ‘ 
In the table which starts on page 364 we have listed the 165 standard metro- 
politan areas’ in the United States and the counties making up each area. We show 





‘A metropolitan area has at least 100, 000 population and at least one city with a 
population of 50, 000. 
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the following information on a county-by-county basis: 1. 1940 population; 2. 1950 
population; 3. total change in population from 1940 to 1950; 4. the natural gain in 
population, or the excess of births over deaths; and 5. the migratory gain (or loss) 
in population. This last figure is obtained by subtracting the natural population 
increase from the total population increase. This same information is also shown 
for each metropolitan area by adding up the figures for the counties making up 
each area 


At the risk of being obvious, we would like to point out that whenever a metro- 
politan area shows a migratory gain, that gain must always result from a greater 
number of people moving into the areathan moves out of the area. However, a 
county can experience a tremendous migratory gain, while its metropolitan area 
enjoys a very modest gain, or even loses. 


For example, the St. Louis Metropolitan Area showed a gain of 105, 039 during 
the 1940-1950 period. However, 92,556 of this gain was concentrated in St. Louis 
County *, while the City of St. Louis actually lost 24,175. Most new families mov- 
ing into the St. Louis Metropolitan Area have settled in St. Louis County, and large 
numbers of St. Louis families have also migrated to the county. Along similar 
lines, let us look at the Providence, Rhode Island, Metropolitan Area. This Area, 
made up of Kent, Bristol and Providence Counties, showed a total loss of 8, 337 
people through out-migration. However, Kent County showed a substantial migra- 
tory gain of 12,196, while Bristol County gained 692. The area loss, therefore, 
was entirely attributable to the fact that 21,225 more people moved out of Provi- 


dence County than moved into it. In the Roanoke, Virginia, Metropolitan Area, 
the county had a loss of 6, 950 through out-migration, while the City of Roanoke 
had a migratory gain of almost 20% of its 1940 population. This was probably 
caused by a change in the boundary of the city limits which took place in 1942. 
(The actual trend is from rural areas and small towns toward the metropolitan 
areas. Within the metropolitan areas the trend is away from the central city 
toward the suburbs. ) 


We were not able to show the county breakdowns on the Massachusetts Met- 
ropolitan Areas (see footnote at end of table). For example, the Boston Metro- 
politan Area includes all of Suffolk County plus portions of four other counties, 
including 62 miscellaneous towns and cities. However, the migratory gain of 
4, 130 experienced by the Boston Metropolitan Area was the result of the attrac- 
tiveness of the outlying areas. Suffolk County, which might be called the central 
city of the Boston Metropolitan Area, lost 27,191 people through out-migration. 
Springfield and Worcester were the only other Massachusetts MetropolitanA reas 
that gained from in-migration, but here, again, the outlying areas had to gain 
enough to more than offset the losses of the central cities. 


The same trend was noticeable in the other Massachusetts Metropolitan Areas. 


Louis County (the suburbs) and the City of St. Louis are separated politically 
S well as geographically. 























The City of Brockton suffered from an out-migration of 3,171, while the Brockton 
Metropolitan Area lost only 638. Fall River lost 12,630 through out-migration, 
while the smaller cities of the area - Somerset, Swansea and Westport - gained 
enough to keep the Area loss down to 8, 909. 


On page 374 we show another table in which the 165 metropolitan areas are 
ranked in order of their migratory gains. These gains are shown as a percentage 
of their 1940 population, and the area with the greatest percentage increase is 
ranked in first place. For example, the Albuquerque, New Mexico, Metropolitan 
Area had a 1940 population of 69,391. During the next 10 years there were 26, 994 
babies born to residents of the Area, while only 8, 722 residents of the Areadied. 
In other words, there was a natural increase of 18,272 people. However, the 
1950 population of the Albuquerque Metropolitan Area was 146,014, or a total 
gain of 76,623 over the 1940 figure. Since only 18, 272 of this gain represented 
a natural increase, the remainder of 58, 351 obviously came from people moving 
into the Area. This migratory gain of 58,351 represents 84.1% of the 1940 popu- 
lation, and is good enough to rank Albuquerque at the top of our list. All of the 
other areas were treated in a similar manner. 


While a prolonged general analysis of this table might become tiresome, there 
are some cities we would like to point out. It is interesting that Los Angeles 
and San Francisco(ranked seventeenth and eighteenth) had migratory gains of ex- 
actly the same percentage (37.4%) of their 1940 populations. The same coinci- 
dence is observed in the Beaumont-Port Arthur, and Waco, Texas, Metropolitan 
Areas. Both had migratory gains equal to 13. 2% of their 1940 populations. The 
same is true in the El Paso and San Antonio, Texas, Metropolitan Areas, where 
both Areas had migratory gains of 24.6% of their 1940 populations. The Akron 
and Cincinnati, Ohio, and Fort Wayne, Indiana, Areas all had migratory gains of 
4.8% of their 1940 populations. 


Another interesting observation, although hardly a cheerful one, is the very 
low ranking of the Pennsylvania Metropolitan Areas. Their highest ranking Area, 
Erie, is in seventy-eighth place in the list of 165, with a migratory gain of only 
7.9%. Of the 11 other Pennsylvania Areas, 5 showed migratory gains ranging from 
6. 2% to only 0.1% of their 1940 populations. The remaining 6 all showed migra- 
tory losses ranging from 0. 8% to 19.4% of their 1940 populations. 


Figures are now available to make this type of comparison on nearly every 
county in the United States. It is, unfortunate that such vital information is ac- 
curately available only once every 10 years. It would be very interesting to bring 
such studies up to date more frequently. 


We can be sure of one thing, however. This tremendous migratory movement 
did not stop in 1950. While a detailed breakdown is not available, it is known that 
from April 1950 to April 1951, 24 million families (roughly 5% of our total popu- 
lation) moved from one county to another. Nearly all of these moves were migra- 

(cont. on page 376) 
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HOW ATTRACTIVE IS YOUR CITY? 
(cont. from page 363) 


tory moves and not mere shuffling around within the same area. 


Following is the percentage breakdown on the occupation of the breadwinner 
of these 24 million families: 


Head of the family employed in: 


Manufacturing 26% 650, 000 families 
Wholesale and retail trade 17% 425, 000 families 
Agriculture 15% 375, 000 families 
Construction 14% 350, 000 families 
Service industries 12% 300, 000 families 
Transportation and public utilities 8% 200, 000 families 
All other 8% 200, 000 families 

100% - 2,500, 000 families 





The large percentage of manufacturing workers emphasizes the tremendous 
effect industrial expansion has on generating family migration. The relatively 
high percentage of wholesale and retail workers points out to some degree the 
widespread effects of the newly created or expanded marketing facilities of the 
nation. The same may be said of the rather large number of employees in the 
service industries. 


The migratory agricultural workers are more perrenial than the other types. 
This group moves around most of the time, and few of them ever stay in one spot 
long enough to be known as permanent residents. 


Naturally, most of the construction workers have migrated as a result of the 
large number of defense and engineering projects now under way. Since both 
agricultural and construction workers seldom Stay long in one locality, it is not 
often that they contribute much to the permanent economic growth of an area. 
While some temporary economic stimulation results from their visit, the over-all 
effect is frequently one of “boom and bust.” Consequently, a large in-migration 
of manufacturing workers, wholesale and retail workers, or workers in some 
other permanent line is usually much more beneficial to a community. 


In all probability, family migration will decline for the next few years. While 
industrial expansion will continue for many years, it will slacken its recent fever- 
ish pace, and the same can be said of other types of expansion. Most things 
will slow down for a while, including migration to even the most attractive cities. 














